
 
 
 

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization is staffed 100% by volunteers. We would 
like to acknowledge all of our volunteers for organizing this conference and making the 
voice of the victims of asbestos-related diseases heard in Washington and throughout 

the World. 
Together we have made a difference. 

 
Alan Reinstein, President ● Linda Reinstein, Executive Director and Co-Founder ● 

Jordan Zevon, National Spokesperson ● Doug Larkin, Communication Director and Co-
Founder● Richard Lemen, PhD, Science Advisory Co-chair ● Arthur Frank, MD, 

Science Advisory Co-chair ● Herman Hamilton, Executive Director's Assistant ● Sean 
Shields, Graphic Designer ● Craig Cadwallader, Web Designer ● Mike Mason, 

Firefighters's Representative ● June Breit, RN, Patient Support ● AWC Joseph R. 
Grossi, U. S. Navy, Veterans' Representative and Washington Representative ● Jill 
Vaughn, ACOR Representative ● Lorraine Kember, Australian Representative ● Tim 
Devlin, Canadian Representative ● Terry Britton, United Kingdom Representative ● 

Melissa Rose, Alabama Representative ● Kenny Moss, ● Alaska Representative ● Lorie 
Payne, California Representative ● Sharry Erzinger, Co-Chairman AAD 2006 

Conference and Colorado  Representative ● Lindsey S. Fillman, Florida Representative 
● Robert Gatling, Georgia Representative ● Lisa Warner, Illinois Representative ● 
Debra Swagart, Indiana Representative ● Ellen Patton, Maryland Representative ● 

Elaine Masten, Michigan Representative ● Shelly Kozicki, Care Giver Support Team 
and Missouri Representative ● Gayla Benefield, Montana Representative ● Bonnie 

Diana, New Jersey Representative ● Margy Urnberg, Girl Friday and Nevada 
Representative ● Ray Turpin, New York Representative ● Marilyn Amento, ADAO 

National Representative Co-Director and Pennsylvania Representative ●  Lynn 
Robinson, Tennessee Representative ● Elane Cuell, Utah Representative ● Wendy 

Stoeckler, Wisconsin Representative ● 
 
 

ADAO Asbestos Awareness Day Committee 
Co-Chairpersons - Bonnie Diana & Sharry Erzinger 

Speakers and Agenda - Linda Reinstein 
Registration - Margy Urnberg & Ellen Tunkelrott 

Sponsorships - Paul Zygielbaum 
Program & Tributes - Marilyn Amento 

Publicity - Doug Larkin 
ADAO Administrative Assistant - Herman Hamilton 



 

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization is an independent organization founded by Linda 

Reinstein and Doug Larkin on April 1, 2004. It is fully staffed by volunteers. ADAO will not be 

influenced by outside sources such as drug companies, law firms or companies that 

manufacture or use asbestos.  

ADAO's Goals:  

• Serve as the united voice for all asbestos victims  

• Unite asbestos victims Educate the public and medical community about asbestos related 

diseases  

• Support research that leads to early detection, prevention and a cure  

• Ensure equitable compensation for victims and their families  

• Ban the use of asbestos  

ADAO Will:  

Seek to give asbestos victims a united voice to help ensure that our rights are fairly represented 

and protected, including:  

• Our right to medical research and treatments aimed at early detection, prevention and a 

cure for asbestos related diseases;  

• Our right to file suit based on the merits of our individual asbestos related injustices;  

• Our right to fair compensation.  

• ADAO strives to implement an asbestos national asbestos disease database registry - to 

help unite victims of these tragic asbestos-related diseases.  

• ADAO also works to support efforts to ban the use of asbestos and help protect future 

generations.  

www.asbestosdiseaseawareness.org 
 



Senate Resolution 402  
Designating the first day of April 2006 as `National Asbestos Awareness Day'. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
109th CONGRESS 

2nd Session 

Designating the first day of April 2005 as ‘National Asbestos Awareness Day’.  
 
Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are invisible and cannot be smelled or tasted;  
 
Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbestos fibers can cause significant damage;  
 
Whereas these fibers can cause mesothelioma, asbestosis and other health problems;  
 
Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take 10 to 50 years to present themselves;  
 
Whereas the expected survival time for those diagnosed with mesothelioma is between 6 and 24 months;  
 
Whereas generally little is known about late stage treatment and there is no cure for asbestos-related dis-
eases; 
 
Whereas early detection of asbestos-related diseases may give some patients increased treatment options and 
might improve their prognosis; 
 
Whereas the United States has substantially reduced its consumption of asbestos yet continues to consume 
almost 7,000 metric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in certain products throughout the Nation;  
 
Whereas asbestos-related diseases have killed thousands of people in the United States;  
 
Whereas asbestos exposures continue and safety and prevention will reduce and has reduced significantly 
asbestos exposure and asbestos-related diseases; 
 
Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occupational cancer;  
 
Whereas thousands of workers in the United States face significant asbestos exposure;  
 
Whereas a significant percentage of all asbestos-related disease victims were exposed to asbestos on naval 
ships and in shipyards;  
 
Whereas asbestos was used in the construction of a significant number of office buildings and public facili-
ties built before 1975; and  
 
Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Day’’ would raise public awareness about 
the prevalence of asbestos-related diseases and the dangers of asbestos exposure:  
 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Senate designates the first day of 1 April 2006 as 
‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Day’’. 



 
 

 
Asbestos Awareness Day International Conference 

 
The 2nd Annual Asbestos Awareness Day Conference, organized by the Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization, strives 
to provide the most advanced medical, occupational and environmental information available about asbestos related 
diseases to individuals throughout the world.  The conference is hosted at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New 
York City in conjunction with the New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health. 
 
Saturday, April 1, 2006, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
 
8:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast  
8:45 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Conference Goals 
Alan Reinstein, President, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization and mesothelioma victim 
Linda Reinstein, Cofounder and Executive Director, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization 

8:50 a.m. 
 

 “Asbestos Kills” Slideshow 
Jordan Zevon. National Spokesperson, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization 

9:00 a.m. “Breath Taken: The Landscape and Biography of Asbestos” 
Bill Ravenesi, Photojournalist and Author 

9:15 a.m. Tribute to Victims and Their Families 
Marilyn Amento, ADAO National State Representative Co-Director and Pennsylvania State Representative   

9:30 a.m. 
 

SESSION I.  Early Detection and Treatment of Nonmalignant and Malignant Asbestos Related  
Diseases among Asbestos-Exposed Populations 
Co-Chair: Philip J. Landrigan, M.D., M.Sc., Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
Co-Chair: Stephen M. Levin, M.D., Mount Sinai School of Medicine  
Epidemiology 
Philip J. Landrigan, M.D., M.Sc., Mount Sinai School of Medicine  
Detection and Diagnosing Nonmalignant and Malignant Asbestos Related Diseases 
Stephen M. Levin, M.D., Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
Steven Markowitz, M.D., Queens College  
Albert Miller, M.D., Mount Sinai School of Medicine  
Harvey Pass, M.D., NYU School of Medicine and NCI Cancer Center  
Treating Nonmalignant Asbestos-Related Diseases 
Michael R. Harbut, M.D., M.P.H., FCCP, National Center for Vermiculite and Asbestos-Related                                 
Cancers  
Treating Malignant Asbestos-Related Diseases  
Scott Swanson, M.D., Director of Thoracic Surgery at Mount Sinai  
Mary Hesdorffer, R.N. Nurse Practitioner, Columbia University Mesothelioma Center 
Robert Taub M.D., PhD, Columbia University Mesothelioma Center* 

10:45 a.m. Break 
10:55 a.m. Session I Continues: Early Detection and Treatment of Nonmalignant and Malignant 

 Asbestos Related Diseases among Asbestos-Exposed Populations 
11:45 a.m. Session I Discussion 
12:00 noon Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization Asbestos Awareness Day Honorees 

Selikoff Lifetime Achievement Award Honorees 
Paul Brodeur 
Dr. Yasunosuke Suzuki 
Announcement: Dr. Jacqueline Moline, MD, MSc, Suzuki Education Fund  
Tribute of Hope, The Honorable Harry Reid, United States Senator* 
Tribute of Inspiration, The Honorable Chuck Strahl, Member of Parliament, Canada 
Tribute of Hope, James Fite, White Lung Association 

 
 



 
12:30 p.m. 
 

Lunch 
Jerrold Nadler, Congressman New York Eighth Congressional District  
Keynote Speaker: Paul Brodeur, Former New York Journalist and Author 

1:30 p.m. SESSION II.  Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Exposure to Asbestos: Regulatory 
Enforcement, Education and Training 
Chair: Richard Lemen, Ph.D., Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization Science Advisory Co-chair, 
                                      Assistant Surgeon General (retired), Former Deputy Director of NIOSH 
Jonathan Bennett, New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health 
Michael Bowker, Journalist* 
J. Brent Kynoch, Environmental Information Association  
Kathleen Burns, Ph.D, Sciencecorps Org 

2:15 p.m. Session II Discussion 
2:30 p.m. SESSION III.  Global Asbestos Advocacy 

Chair: Arthur L. Frank, M.D., Ph.D., ADAO Science Advisory Co-chair 
Barry Castleman, Sc.D, Environmental Consultant 
Laurie Kazan-Allen, International Ban Asbestos Secretariat 
Paul S. Zygielbaum, MS, MBA, ADAO Volunteer and Mesothelioma Victim 

3:00 p.m. Session III Discussion 
3:15 p.m. Break 
3:30 p.m. 
 

SESSION IV.  Canadian Mining and Exportation of Asbestos 
Chair: Patrick Martin, Member of Canadian Parliament 
Chuck Strahl, Member of Canadian Parliament and Mesothelioma Patient* 
James Brophy, Ph.D., Executive Director, Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers* 
Abe Reinhartz, M.D., Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers 

4:00 p.m. Session IV Discussion 
4:15 p.m. SESSION V.  Roundtable Discussion: Victims’ Support and Resources 

Chair: Linda Reinstein, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization 
Panelists: 
James Fite, White Lung Association 
Brad Black, M.D. Center for Asbestos Related Disease (CARD) 
Gayla Benefield, Lincoln County Asbestos Victim’s Relief Organization (LCAVRO)* 
Mary Hesdorffer, Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Kimberly Flynn, 9/11 Environmental Action  
Barry Robson, Asbestos Disease Foundation of Australia 

5:00 p.m. Session V Discussion 
5:15 p.m. Adjourn 

*Speaker may be unable to attend 

 



 

 

 

Gayla Benefield is ADAO's first Tribute of Hope Award recipient. She lost both her 
father, who was a miner, and her mother to asbestos-related diseases. After realizing 
the tragedy of what was happening in her hometown of Libby, Montana, she became 
an outspoken advocate to inform the world of the dangers of asbestos. Gayla has 
been featured in two films, "Dust to Dust," and "Libby, Montana." Over sixty members 
of her family have either died of asbestos-related disease, been diagnosed, or are at 
high risk. Gayla is also co-founder of Lincoln County Asbestos Victim's Relief 
Organization (LCAVRO). 
 

 

Jonathan Bennett is Public Affairs Director for the New York Committee for 
Occupational Safety and Health, a workers’ health advocacy organization. NYCOSH 
consists of some 200 local unions and over 400 individual employers, occupational 
doctors, lawyers and other safety and health workers NYCOSH offers a vast mass of 
information on every possible subject relating to safety and health in the workplace, in 
the form of online documents (fact sheets, checklists, etc.) and of an enormous list of 
links to other sites on the subject (government sites as well as sites of social partners, 
institutes and so on). There is also a guide to looking for online information on safety 
and health.  
 

 

Brad Black, MD is the Lincoln County (Montana) Health Officer, Dr. Black has been 
closely involved in all aspects of the current screening program and the establishment 
of the new Center for Asbestos Related Disease (CARD). A pediatrician by specialty, 
he additionally spent 26 years as the physician leader of the urgent care center and as 
emergency room physician. He has also worked in cooperation with local physicians 
and a number of pulmonary specialists who have handled many Libby asbestos 
patients in the past, including Dr. Alan Whitehouse of Spokane. All of the physicians in 
Libby have been involved in the development of the CARD, and are supportive of Dr. 
Black leading this care effort.  

 

Michael Bowker is an investigative journalist who specializes in telling the home 
stories behind today’s health, science, and environmental issues. He has written four 
books and hundreds of articles for a variety of publications. Among his books are: 
Fatal Deception: The Terrifying True Story of How Asbestos is Killing America and 
also Fatal Deception: The Untold Story of Asbestos: Why it is still legal and killing us.  

 

James Brophy, PhD, the Executive Director of the Occupational Health Clinics for 
Ontario Workers was the recipient of Canada’s Environmental Health Silver Award in 
2003. “Asbestos is the most studied and identified occupational carcinogen,” says 
Brophy, “and the fact that its dangers were hidden from workers is an object lesson in 
the workings of our economic system.” “It’s a serial killer responsible for millions of 
people prematurely losing their lives," he says. "If we are going to win the war on 
cancer, we have to build a society that thrives on the energy and drive of its citizens — 
one that truly prioritizes human life and human health. Mr. Brophy has a PhD in 
occupational health from Stirling University in Scotland.  

 

Kathleen Burns, PhD is the director of Sciencecorps, which provides assistance to 
communities and workplaces where chemicals, particles, or radiological hazards pose 
health risks. She was part of the team that developed the first health-based 
alternatives to workplace standards in the 1980s and has worked on the development 
of systems such as the Toxics Release Inventory that provide people with information 
about workplace and community hazards. She is currently working on obtaining and 
disseminating information on workplaces and communities where asbestos 
contamination has been covered up in the past. She is also working on the 
development of worker safety standards for the next generation of hazardous 
respirable particles that are being introduced into workplaces across the country, 
nanoparticles.  



 

Barry Castleman, ScD, is an Environmental Consultant trained in chemical and 
environmental engineering He holds a Doctor of Science degree from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Health. He has been a consultant to numerous agencies of 
the US government and other governments, international bodies, and environmental 
groups dealing with a wide range of public health issues. He has testified as an expert 
in civil litigation in the US, on the history of asbestos as a public health problem and 
the reasons for failures to properly control asbestos hazards. Dr. Castleman has spent 
the past 35 years working on asbestos as a public health problem.  

 

Nikki Diver of the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia which provides counseling, 
economic assistance and support services to those who develop asbestos-related 
diseases and their families. ADSA also does political lobbying and advocacy in 
asbestos-related areas, as well as fundraising for medical research and support 
services. 
 
 
 
 

 

James Fite, the 2006 recipient of ADAO's Tribute of Unity Award, is the National 
Secretary of the White Lung Association the oldest and largest organization of people 
with asbestos diseases in the world. WLA has been recognized to be an important 
participant in legal actions around the United States and is an important advocate for 
the rights of injured working people and their families.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kimberly Flynn is co-coordinator of the 9/11 Environmental Action Group, a native of 
New Orleans and a 9/11 survivor. Ms. Flynn has been an outspoken critic of the EPA. 
She was quoted on a radio program when asked about the quality of their response,   
“It was an experience of struggle. My group and the community groups and labor 
groups that went into these meetings at EPA Region 2 in the summer of 2002, brought 
to EPA many recommendations for important improvements to EPA's testing and 
cleanup protocols. EPA, unfortunately, ignored our recommendations, then, in 2003, 
the EPA's Inspector General released its report on EPA's environmental response, 
and lo and behold, every recommendation that we had made was in the IG report 
Chapter 6 on the indoor cleanup. We were right, the EPA was wrong.”  

 

Arthur L. Frank, PhD, MD is co-chair of ADAO's Science Advisory Board and serves 
as Professor of Public Health and Chair of the Department of Environmental and 
Occupational Medicine at the Drexel University School of Public Health in 
Philadelphia. Trained in both occupational medicine and internal medicine, Dr. Frank 
has been interested in the health hazards of asbestos for more than 35 years. He has 
published extensively on the hazards of asbestos, and clinically cared for asbestos 
effected patients. He has lectured internationally about the problems of asbestos, and 
worked in many settings looking at the diseases caused by this material.  

 

Michael R. Harbut, MD, MPH, FCCP is Chief of the Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine: Clinical Assistant Professor, Wayne State University, School 
of Medicine, Detroit, Michigan. An Internationally known expert in the diagnosis and 
treatment of environmental and workplace diseases Dr. Harbut has been named co-
Director of the National Center for Vermiculite and Asbestos Related Cancers. He is 
the co-author of the American Thoracic Society’s 2004 Recommendations for the 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Non- Malignant Disease Caused by Asbestos Exposure. 
Dr. Harbut is a past chair of the occupational and environmental health section of the 
American College of Chest Physicians and has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation. Dr. Harbut brings his expertise to 
address the need for early diagnosis and aggressive treatment of asbestos related 
diseases.  



 

Mary Hesdorffer, CRN, a member of ADAO's Medical Advisory Board, has been a 
Clinical Research Nurse for the Mesothelioma Center of Columbia University/Herbert 
Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center for the past 8 years. She assists patients in the 
clinical setting as well as educates and writes about mesothelioma. In the future, she 
intends to post information about different aspects of diseases associated with 
asbestos exposure. She will use a team approach with experts in the field of medicine, 
pain management, pulmonary medicine, nursing, and pharmacy to give 
comprehensive and reliable information.  
 
 

 

Laurie Kazan-Allan is Founder and Coordinator of the International Ban Asbestos 
Secretariat (IBAS), an independent body set up in 1999 to campaign for a global ban 
on asbestos and justice for all asbestos victims. As the editor and publisher of the 
British Asbestos Newsletter, she has been writing about international asbestos issues 
for more than 15 years. Ms. Kazan-Allen is an adviser to the UK All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Occupational Safety and Health and was Guest Editor of 
asbestos special issues of the International Journal of Occupational and 
Environmental Health in 2003 & 2004 and Joint Editor of the Annals of the Global 
Asbestos Congress 2004. In 2005, she received the ADAO Tribute of Unity Award in 
2005 as well as the Antonio Raposo Tavares Medal from the City of Osasco, Brazil. 

 J. Brent Kynoch of Kynoch Environmental Management, Inc. and Managing Director 
of the Environmental Information Association. (KEM) has been a leader in the 
asbestos abatement industry since 1984. KEM, formed in 1996 to provide value 
engineered consulting services within the asbestos abatement industry, has earned a 
reputation as one of the leading consultants in asbestos inspection, assessment, 
abatement design, and management. KEM's licensed Asbestos Inspectors and 
Management Planners have provided extensive service in support of federal AHERA 
and NESHAP regulations. Over the years, they have successfully provided asbestos 
consulting for historic restorations, hospital renovations, and AHERA school 
abatement projects. With their experience in  asbestos testing and management for 
the federal agencies, the Department of  Defense, and architecture and engineering 
firms, they have earned a reputation for  diversity and dependability  

 

Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, is a physician, a board-certified specialist in 
occupational medicine, and Chairman of the Department of Community and 
Preventive Medicine at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York. He is Editor-
In-Chief of the American Journal of Industrial Medicine. He is President of the 
Collegium Ramazzini, an international scientific society in occupational and 
environmental medicine. Dr. Landrigan presented testimony before the US Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary on April 26, 2005 entitled “A Fair and Efficient System to 
Resolve Claims of Victims for Bodily Injury Caused by Asbestos, and Other 
Purposes.”  
 
 

 

Richard Lemen, PhD, is co-chair of ADAO's Science Advisory committee. He is a 
former Assistant Surgeon General of the United States and also served as the Acting 
Director and the Deputy Director of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health before his retirement. He has been a practicing epidemiologist for more than 
thirty years and has taught graduate level classes on environmental and occupational 
health issues, including asbestos, at the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia. He has also testified in litigation on behalf of asbestos 
victims and is a world-renowned author, speaker, and lecturer on this topic.  
 



 

Stephen M. Levin, MD is Medical Director of the Mount Sinai – Irving J. Selikoff 
Center for Occupational and Environmental Medicine, in the Department of 
Community and Preventive Medicine at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New 
York. The Center is funded by the New York State Department of Health and is part of 
a statewide network of occupational medicine clinics established by the state 
legislature to examine and treat workers who have developed illness or injury caused 
by their exposures at work. Dr. Levin has testified in the senate regarding the 
asbestos exposure at Ground Zero and surrounding area on 9/11.  
 
 

 

The Honorable Jerrold Nadler represents New York’s Eighth Congressional district. 

 

Steven Markowitz, MD, is a Professor at Queens College, Center for the Biology of 
Natural Systems. In June 2004, Queens College received a five year $3.57 million 
grant from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to provide health monitoring of 500 Ground 
Zero workers from 2004 to 2009, offering medical check-ups for each participant every 
18 months. Dr. Steven Markowitz serves on the Executive Steering Committee for the 
overall program, the World Trade Center Technical Review Panel of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and the Scientific Advisory Board of the World 
Trade Center Registry. 

 

The Honorable Patrick Martin is a Member of the House of Commons and Leader of 
the Liberal Party in the Canadian Parliament. He is a strong opponent of asbestos and 
introduced legislation advocating April 1 as Asbestos Awareness Day in Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Albert Miller, MD, FACP, FCCP is Professor of Clinical Medicine, New York Medical 
College, Clinical Professor of Community Medicine at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
and Pulmonary Program Director at St. Vincent Catholic Medical Centers of New York. 
Dr. Miller had the honor to be one of “a group of ten of the nation’s most prominent 
physicians in the area of pulmonary function” who was “interviewed at length at the 
Chicago offices” of the ABA by the Commission, to establish a Standard for Non-
Malignant Asbestos-Related Disease Claims. 

 

Harvey Pass, MD is Professor of Surgery and Director of Thoracic Surgery and 
Thoracic Oncology at New York University in New York, NY. Dr. Pass was the Head of 
Thoracic Oncology at the National Cancer Institute from 1986-1996. Before moving to 
New York, he was Professor of Surgery and Oncology for Wayne State University and 
the Karmanos Cancer Institute. Pass was also awarded America’s Top Doctors Honor 
by Castle Connolly's Guide for the last five years. Dr. Pass has co-authored over 250 
original reports and abstracts on mesothelioma and lung cancer. He has edited three 
editions of Lung Cancer:  Principles and Practice, and the first edition of Malignant 
Pleural Mesothelioma:  Advances in Pathogenesis, Diagnosis, and Translational 
Therapies. He is a funded Principle Investigator for the NCI Early Detection Research 
Network (EDRN) and directs the Mesothelioma Biomarker Discovery EDRN 
Laboratory at NYU in the search for early detection markers for mesothelioma in “high-
risk” asbestos-exposed individuals. 



 

Bill Ravenisi, Photojournalist and producer of the acclaimed national traveling mixed-
media exhibition, “Breath Taken: The Landscape and Biography of Asbestos.” Bill is 
the Boston Campaign Director for Health Care Without Harm, an international coalition 
of over 400 non-profit organizations working to transform the healthcare   industry 
worldwide so that it is ecologically sustainable and no longer a source of harm to 
public health and the environment. After learning in the 1980s that his father had life-
threatening pleural mesothelioma, Bill began recording & photographing people 
suffering from asbestos-related diseases. He documented many of the industrial sites 
in North America where asbestos was “put to work.” Breath Taken, through its 
inclusion of both contemporary and vintage portraits and landscapes, narrative, 
industry advertisements, objects, and voice, is his attempt to put a “human face” on 
this colossal tragedy.  

 

Barry Robson, President of the Asbestos Disease Foundation of Australia, first came 
across asbestos in the 1966 when he started to work on the waterfront in 
Sydney, Australia as a wharfie (longshoreman). For the next 38 years until he retired 
in 2002, Mr. Robson had been, in one form or another, involved with the terrible 
diseases from which people exposed to asbestos suffer. In 1995, after he was elected 
to a full time position with the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), he and union 
lawyers started the first case for compensation for union members. After 5 years, the 
case was won. Subsequently, over 200 cases were for the members of the MUA. In 
2003, Mr. Robson was elected President of Asbestos Diseases Foundation of 
Australia. Mr. Robson was also part of the campaign to make James Hardies 
Corporation in Australia pay compensation to all asbestos victims. Mr. Robson also 
helped change the laws for victims and families to get access to the legal system for 
justice. He lobbied successfully to set up a research institute for the study into all the 
diseases that come with exposure to asbestos. 

 

The Honorable Harry Reid is the Senior U.S. Senator from Nevada and Democratic 
Leader of the U.S. Senate. He is a tireless worker, and it isn’t unusual for him to be 
the first Senator of either party to arrive at the Capitol in the morning and the last to go 
home at night. He won the first of two terms in the United States House of 
Representatives in 1982. In the House, he championed issues important to Nevada 
families, introducing the Taxpayer Bill of Rights as well as legislation to protect 
Nevada's wilderness. He was elected to the Senate in 1986, and re-elected in 1992, 
1998, and 2004. He has served as the chairman or senior Democratic member on 
several important committees and subcommittees.  

 

Abe Reinhartz, MD is an occupational health physician with the Occupational Health 
Clinic for Ontario Workers in Sarnia, Ontario. He has over 20 years of experience in 
occupational medicine. Since arriving in Sarnia in 1999 the Occupational Health Clinic 
has secured over 22 million dollars in compensation for victims of asbestos related 
disease as well as other occupational diseases.  
 
 
 
 

 

Linda Reinstein is Executive Director and Co-Founder of Asbestos Disease 
Awareness Organization. She became an activist when her husband Alan was 
diagnosed with mesothelioma in 2003. Reinstein has been invited to address 
politicians, businesses, and health advocates about the deadly mineral. Since the co 
founding ADAO in 2004, Reinstein has written and produced the slideshow “Asbestos 
Kills” and “Asbestos:  The Dust, Disease, and Death”. Reinstein solicited and compiled 
articles from renowned experts and published Reflections, an online asbestos disease 
book, with international distribution. Presently ADAO has an international network of 
volunteers and experts dedicated to asbestos disease education and prevention.  
 
 
 



 

Chuck Strahl, ADAO's 2006 recipient of the Tribute of Inspiration award, is a  
Member of the Canadian Parliament for Chilliwack – Fraser Canyon in Southern 
British Columbia.  First elected in 1993, Chuck was re-elected in 1997, 2000, 2004, 
and 2006 by increasing margins. He has served in numerous high profile positions 
within his party including Whip and House Leader of the Official Opposition. He has 
also served on numerous Parliamentary committees including Foreign Affairs, 
Procedure and House Affairs, Industry, and Natural Resources. In 2004, he was 
appointed Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons. On February 6, 2006, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper appointed Chuck Strahl as Canada’s 31st Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board. Chuck is also a 
mesothelioma patient. 

 

 

 

Scott Swanson, MD is Director of Thoracic Surgery at Mount Sinai. He received his 
MD from Harvard and did a Residency in Thoracic Surgery at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital in Boston, and two Residencies in Cardiac Surgery, one at Brigham and 
Women's and the other at Children's Hospital in Boston. Dr. Swanson is principal 
investigator on a Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Brigham and Women's Hospital 
protocol for the Multimodality Therapy of State IIIB non-small cell lung cancer 
secondary to malignant pleural effusion of tumor satellitosis. This is a novel treatment 
strategy for a very difficult and advanced stage of lung cancer that involves induction 
chemotherapy followed by radical surgery and post-operative radiation therapy.  
 
 

 

Robert Taub, MD, PhD is a medical oncologist and Director of Columbia University 
Mesothelioma Center. He directs the Connective Tissue Oncology Program at the 
Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center, where there are a number of ongoing 
multimodality studies of patients with pleural and peritoneal mesothelioma. The Center 
is based at the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons where Dr. 
Taub is also a Professor of Clinical Medicine.  

 

Jordan Zevon, ADAO's tremendous National Spokesman, is a teacher, singer, and 
song writer. Jordan was executive producer of his father, Warren Zevon's, final album 
The Wind. He also co-produced "Enjoy Every Sandwich: The Songs of Warren Zevon" 
which features an all-Star cast of singers and musicians. Jordan recently released his 
own EP entitled Jordan Zevon which is available from CDBaby.com. Jordan's 
immeasurable commitment to asbestos victims and concerned citizens has provided a 
united voice that will continue to help ensure that their rights are fairly represented and 
protected, while raising public awareness about the dangers of asbestos exposure 
and often deadly asbestos related diseases. 
 

 

Paul Zygielbaum is a survivor of peritoneal mesothelioma. He is a veteran business 
executive and community volunteer. He holds master's degrees in Engineering from 
Caltech and in Business from Golden Gate University. He and his wife, Michelle, were 
married in 1972 and have three grown children.  

 
 
 



 
 
For Immediate Release: 
Monday, March 27, 2006 
   

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAO) Awards Top 
Honors to Leading Voices in Asbestos Awareness  

 
Awards to be Received at Second Annual National Asbestos Awareness Day 

Conference on April 1  
 

Redondo Beach, CA … March 27, 2006 --- The Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAO) 
today announced the honorees for the Tribute of Unity, Tribute of Hope and Tribute of Inspiration 
Awards to be presented at the second annual Asbestos Awareness Day Conference on April 1, 2006 at 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City. Honorees are recognized for their outstanding work 
and dedication to asbestos awareness related activities. In addition, two Selikoff Lifetime Achievement 
Awards will be presented to individuals who have achieved significant medical and educational 
advancements towards asbestos related research and awareness. 
 
United States Senator Harry Reid, Senate Minority Leader, will be presented with the Tribute to Hope 
Award for his endless support in helping asbestos victims; The Honorable Chuck Strahl, P.C., M.P. and 
mesothelioma patient, will be recognized with the Tribute to Inspiration Award for his strength and grace 
in coping with his mesothelioma diagnosis; and James Fite, The White Lung Association, will receive the 
Tribute to Unity Award for his work to unite, educate and empower asbestos victims, activists and public 
health workers. 
 
Dr. Yasunosuke Suzuki will be presented with the Selikoff Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
outstanding work towards the medical advancements regarding asbestos-related diseases. Dr. Suzuki has 
conducted numerous studies on cancer research while working alongside Dr. Selikoff for more than three 
decades, one of which led to a global re-examination of asbestos use. Paul Brodeur also will be awarded 
the Selikoff Lifetime Achievement Award for his great success in raising awareness about the dangers of 
asbestos exposure. Mr. Brodeur is a prominent writer and author who has composed several pieces and 
published books on the health hazards of asbestos. 
 
“The honorees are truly inspirational human beings; their commitment, compassion and leadership have 
illuminated the darkness and brought hope to many whose lives have been so badly affected by these 
debilitating and fatal illnesses,” said Linda Reinstein, Co-Founder & Executive Director of the Asbestos 
Disease Awareness Organization. “Asbestos Awareness Day is a landmark step towards education, 
prevention and a cure.  More than 30 million homes and buildings across the nation contain asbestos - 
these incurable and often deadly diseases are not going way.” 
 
Asbestos Awareness Day is an opportunity to recognize accomplishments, remember and honor loved 
ones and increase awareness about the dangers of asbestos. Details will be posted on the ADAO website, 
www.asbestosdiseaseawareness.org. 
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Alan is such an incredible husband, father and 
freind. It is because of his mesothelioma diagnosis 
almost three years ago, that ADAO was founded. 
Prior to he diagnosis, Alan was a successful 
regional manager for an IT consulting company, 
skied black diamond runs, climbed Half Dome 
and ran even the NY and LA marathons. 
 
Alan felt so strongly about asbestos disease 
awareness education and prevention, that he gave 
Doug and I the encouragement and funding for 
the 1st year.   Alan spoke to countless patients and 
their families and always found an inspirational 
message of hope.  

 
Alan was diagnosed with mesothelioma at age 63, on the day after Father’s Day in 2003, with 
mesothelioma, an incurable cancer caused by inhaling perhaps a single fiber of asbestos up to 50 
years ago.  
 
In July 2003, Alan chose the radical Extrapleural Pneumonectomy (EPP) which involved the 
removal of his lung, pleura, pericardium, and diaphragm as a ‘treatment’.  This surgery is one of 
the most horrific surgeries that a person can undergo. 
  
Roughly 10,000 Americans per year die of cancer caused by asbestos. One of out every 125 
deaths of men over the age of 50 is caused from asbestos. About 35 million homes built before 
the late 1970s contain asbestos, usually in the insulation, floor tiles, or roofing material. Only 
when the material gets disturbed, maybe during a remodel or tear down, do the fibers pose a risk. 
Nearly everyone can think of a time he or she could have been exposed. Scientists suspect that 
victims’ DNA makeup may contribute to the onset of disease, in conjunction with simple 
exposure. 
 
My courageous husband insisted on making the trip from California to New 
York City for the 2nd Annual Asbestos Awareness Day.   Alan, we are so 
proud and your courage and strength is inspirational.   Emily and I adore 
you.   You are the wind beneath our wings.  ~ Love , Linda and Emily 
 

 

In Honor of 
 Alan Reinstein 
Manhattan Beach, CA 

“You don’t even have 
to work with the dust 
to die.” 

Alan Reinstein 






