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Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization 

The Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAO), is the largest independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to 
preventing asbestos exposure, eliminating asbestos-related diseases, and protecting asbestos victims’ civil rights through education, 

advocacy, and community initiatives. 
 
Asbestos is a known carcinogen and there is no safe level of exposure. Each year, 15,000 Americans die from asbestos-caused 
diseases such as mesothelioma and lung, gastrointestinal, laryngeal, colorectal, and ovarian cancers, as well as non-malignant 
lung, and respiratory diseases. 
 
In a letter dated August 11, 2016, ADAO once again urged the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to name 
asbestos to the 2016 list of top ten high-risk toxins for prioritized risk evaluation and regulation under Section 6 of the 2016 
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). We urge the EPA to take expedited action to prohibit new and existing uses and 
imports to protect public health and the environment, both at home and in the developing countries where workers are 
exposed as they mine this deadly mineral. It is morally reprehensible that—knowing the risk—U.S. corporations support 
asbestos mining, especially in developing countries. In 2015, USGS reported at least “95% of the asbestos imported and used 
in the United States was chrysotile originating in Brazil.” 
 
Overwhelming consensus in support of this position comes from political leaders, prominent health and environmental 
organizations, and industry leaders including: 

• US Sen. Barbara Boxer 
• US Sen. Jon Tester 
• US Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
• Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families  
• Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
• Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
• Motor and Equipment Manufacturers Association (MEMA) 

 
In fact, the only party to speak out in opposition of this position has been the chlor-alkali industry. In a letter from the 
American Chemistry Council Chlorine Division, they stated, “The asbestos diaphragm process is one of three manufacturing 
processes utilized by the chlor-alkali sector to produce chlorine and caustic soda. Over 60% of U.S. chlor-alkali industry relies 
on technology that safely uses asbestos.” They urged the EPA to “take the [chlor-alkali] industry’s efforts into consideration as 
it determines whether to select asbestos among the initial 10 chemicals for review.” Since 2013, the chlor-alkali industry has 
become the largest user of asbestos. In contrast to the chlor-alkali industry, the roofing and friction sectors are no longer listed 
on USGS reports and have opted for safer and economically viable substitutes in an effort to protect workers’ health and 
safety.  
 
Per the United States Geological Survey (USGS): 

• In 2015, asbestos consumption in the United States was estimated to be about 360 tons.  
• The chloralkali industry accounted for an estimated 90% of U.S. consumption  

 
With economically viable alternatives and abundant research proving that asbestos is a deadly carcinogen, it is crucial to name 
asbestos in the top ten high-risk toxins for prioritized risk evaluation and regulation to protect public health and save 
thousands of American lives. Any asbestos ban that allows the primary consumer to continue bringing this deadly chemical 
into our country and commerce—while also supporting the endangerment of miners abroad—would do tragically little to 
protect public health and the environment, and would be seen as a failure by TSCA stakeholders and the global community.   


