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Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization  

14th Congressional Briefing Executive Summary 
 
Raja Flores, MD, Chair of the Department of Thoracic Surgery, Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine 
● Asbestos is deadly.  
● World Trade Center Health Program Facts: 

○ 70,000 workers have chronic conditions 
○ 10-15 new cancers a week 

 
Mike Mattmuller, Mesothelioma Patient  
● I am the new face of mesothelioma patients, and I am only 37—with a baby girl.  
● Independent investigations in 2000, 2007, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019 confirmed asbestos in 

consumer products, cosmetics, and children’s toys. 
 
Patrick Morrison, International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) 
● According to the NIOSH Firefighter study, “Fire fighters have a rate of mesothelioma two 

times greater than the rate in the U.S. population as a whole.” 
● There is no safe level of exposure to asbestos, a known carcinogen, and it becomes 

especially dangerous when the microscopic asbestos fibers become dislodged and airborne. 
  
Linda Reinstein, President and Co-Founder, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization  
● Asbestos kills nearly 40,000 Americans each year. 
● The chlor-alkali industry is the sole industry importing and using raw chrysotile asbestos.  
● In 2018, the chlor-alkali industry imported 750 metric tons of raw chrysotile asbestos from 

Russia and Brazil.   
 

Bob Sussman, Former EPA Deputy Administrator and Senior Policy Counsel to the EPA 
Administrator  
● Despite high hopes that the 2016 TSCA overhaul would give EPA the tools to ban 

asbestos, EPA’s use of the law has been weak and half-hearted and is unlikely to result in 
significant public health protection from the continuing threat of asbestos exposure. 

● Congress shouldn’t wait for action by EPA but should step into the void with 
comprehensive legislation prohibiting all asbestos imports and use.    

 


