
Chrysotile Asbestos 
 

Fa c t #1: Asbe stos is a  re g ula te d c a rc inog e n. 

 

Fa c t #2: The re  a re  6 fibrous mine ra ls tha t a re  c urre ntly re g ula te d a s 

“a sbe stos:” 

chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, actinolite and anthophyllite 

 

Fa c t #3: Chrysotile  is the  most c ommon va rie ty of a sbe stos found in 

produc ts in the  Unite d Sta te s. 

-  It is the most abundant asbestos variety on earth. 

 

Fa c t #4: Chrysotile  a sbe stos ha s be e n a  sig nific a nt c ontributor to  

a sbe stos- re la te d illne ss a nd de a th to  the  US a nd worldwide  

workforc e . 

 

Fa c t #5: The re  is suffic ie nt e vide nc e  to  c onc lude  tha t ALL FORMS of 

a sbe stos, inc luding  c hrysotile , a re  c a rc inog e nic  a nd a re  

re sponsible  for a sbe stos- re la te d lung  c a nc e r, me sothe lioma , 

la ryng e a l a nd ova ria n c a nc e rs. 

 

The  Inte rnational Age nc y for Re se arc h on Canc e r (IARC) has c onfirme d that 

the re  is suffic ie nt e vide nc e  (IARC Group 1) that all forms of asbe stos c an 

c ause  c anc e r in humans.  

 

Spe c ia l inte re st g roups ra ng ing  from c hrysotile  a sbe stos produc e r 

na tions to  ma jor industry se c tors, a re  lobbying  to  ha ve  the  e xposure  risk 

to  c hrysotile  a sbe stos de va lue d c ompa re d to  othe r a sbe stos va rie tie s 

(a mphibole s). This ha s to  do with c omme rc e , not de fe nsible  sc ie nc e . 

The  USEPA, OSHA, World He a lth Org a niza tion (WHO) a nd Inte rna tiona l 

La bour Org a niza tion (ILO) sa y the re  is “no known sa fe  le ve l of 

e xposure ”… to a sbe stos… of a ny type . 
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