
20 years for Louis de Cartier de Marchienne

20 years for Stephan Schmidheiny

July 4th 2011 - In the course of the 51st hearing the Public Prosecutor‘s requests were made known to a room 
packed with relatives and asbestos sufferers: the trial is against the owners and executives of Eternit, the 
Swiss Belgian multinational.

18 preliminary hearings the case which began on December the 10th, 2009, has been presided by Chief 
Justice Giuseppe Casalbore with skill and knowledge following the Belgian tycoon and the Swiss nillionnaire 
being committed to trial for wilful and deliberate environmental disaster, negligence and omission of safety 
measures: at long last it looks as if justice might be done consistently with the PP’s charges.

3,000 victims were identified by the extraordinary investigation carried out by the Turin PP’s office , including 
workers and members of the community who are either sufferers or have died because of asbestos related 
diseases, 70% of whom in Casale Monferrato, where the largest of the Eternit plants was, the others 
involved in the case being Cavagnolo (Turin) Rubiera (RE) and Naples.

Unfortunately victims have been increasing by the hundreds over the past few years. Asbestos related 
diseases have affected and are still affecting former workers and members of the community: mesotheliomas 
(a cancer of the pleura or peritoneum), lung cancer and asbestosis.

Unfortunately this ‘immense and appalling disaster' - as PP Guariniello described it was documented in detail 
in the course of the trial. The disaster was caused by the wilful and deliberate behaviour of the defendants 
right from when they took on their posts of responsibility, a responsibility which they consciously decided to 
take on and which they put into practice in a cold blooded and systematic manner.

Not only were they aware of the enormous risk of the workers and of the members of the community but they 
deliberately planned risk denial – to deny risks and continue to use a highly dangerous and cancerogenic 
material, that is asbestos.

We are sure the sentence /closure of this trial expected this coming Autumn , will be moment of historical 
importance helping us gain a better understanding on the quality of economic and industrial development, so 
that there may be justice in our country and in other countries too: we have been waiting for 30 years and so 
have all those who have to fight in three quarters of the world where asbestos is still being mined and used, 
preparing thousands of unknown and criminally tricked workers and members of the community for a future 
of asbestos related deaths and illnesses.
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